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THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF PROGRESS  -  STILL PURSUING AND ACHIEVING!”

                   Message from the President

August 21, 2016 

Greetings Alumni and Friends,

It is my humble honor and pleasure to welcome you to our 35th Annual Scholarship 
Luncheon as we celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Delaware State University.

This annual event brings students and donors together to celebrate the achievements 
of our scholarship recipients and the extraordinary people who make a difference 
through their financial support. Congratulations are in order for these outstanding 
young men and women. Remember, you have a great journey ahead of you at DSU. 
Continue to strive for excellence!

Best wishes to those being honored today. I  commend you for your dedication to 
improving the quality of life for the communities you serve.

On behalf of the members of New Castle County Alumni Chapter, I would like to 
extend special thanks  to John Ridgeway. Your continuous support demonstrates your  
pride and commitment to our chapter and our beloved, Delaware State University.

The success of this event would not be possible without the generosity of our 
sponsors and those in attendance today. We are very grateful  for your support. We 
look forward to continuing this tradition of helping  fellow hornets attend DSU. 

We ask God’s blessings on each of you as you move forward with the rest of your 
lives.

Peace and Love

Rev. Theressa W. Holmes 
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“Thirty-four years of progress — still pursuing and achieving!” 
 

 

June 17, 2015 
 

Dear Supporter:           

 

The New Castle County Chapter of the DSU Alumni Association is embarking on an exciting support 

campaign to raise at least $50,000.00 for deserving New Castle County high school students, and to “give 

back” to Delaware State University through its DSU Foundation, Incorporated. 

 

Our 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015, 2:00 p.m. at the 

Cavaliers Country Club, 100 Addison Drive, Newark, DE 19712  

 

This year, we are featuring Delaware State University’s Provost and Executive Vice President for 

Academic Affairs, Dr. Alton Thompson, as our keynote speaker.  

 

In addition to awarding six deserving students a scholarship, a book voucher, and financial assistance to 

returning DSU students, we will also pay tribute to two long-standing and faithful members of the New 

Castle County Alumni Chapter:  Mildred Holmes, and Ruth Jackson.  

 

As a part of the 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon, the following distinguished individuals will be 

recognized and honored, as they have contributed a variety of gifts to the uplift our local community and 

the advancement of education for Delaware students and our beloved Delaware State University.   

 

The Honorable Donald and Mrs. Delores Blakey, Educators 

Mr. Bernard Pinkett, retired Physical Therapist 

The Honorable Theopalis K. Gregory, Sr., Wilmington City Council President 

Dr. Dyremple B. Marsh, Dean, 1890 Administrator, Research Director 

 

We are asking your support for this historic event by placing an ad in our souvenir booklet, purchasing a 

patron and/or a ticket to our gala event. We have enclosed a form for your convenience with the ad, 

patron and ticket prices.  

 

This ad booklet will become a ready reference for educational, business and professional contacts in the 

State of Delaware.  Your vital participation and contribution is greatly appreciated by the NCCAC, and 

prospective students in New Castle County. Please accept our sincere thanks, in advance, for your support. 

 

Best regards, 

The Scholarship Committee 

 

                                                     
Edythe Pridgen          Rev. Theressa W. Holmes    
Luncheon Chair                                                          President 
 
 
 

 

 

Please see reverse side 

 

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY 

 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

NEW CASTLE COUNTY CHAPTER  
 

 

 

“Thirty-four years of progress — still pursuing and achieving!” 
 

 

June 17, 2015 
 

Dear Supporter:           

 

The New Castle County Chapter of the DSU Alumni Association is embarking on an exciting support 

campaign to raise at least $50,000.00 for deserving New Castle County high school students, and to “give 

back” to Delaware State University through its DSU Foundation, Incorporated. 

 

Our 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015, 2:00 p.m. at the 

Cavaliers Country Club, 100 Addison Drive, Newark, DE 19712  

 

This year, we are featuring Delaware State University’s Provost and Executive Vice President for 

Academic Affairs, Dr. Alton Thompson, as our keynote speaker.  

 

In addition to awarding six deserving students a scholarship, a book voucher, and financial assistance to 

returning DSU students, we will also pay tribute to two long-standing and faithful members of the New 

Castle County Alumni Chapter:  Mildred Holmes, and Ruth Jackson.  

 

As a part of the 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon, the following distinguished individuals will be 

recognized and honored, as they have contributed a variety of gifts to the uplift our local community and 

the advancement of education for Delaware students and our beloved Delaware State University.   

 

The Honorable Donald and Mrs. Delores Blakey, Educators 

Mr. Bernard Pinkett, retired Physical Therapist 

The Honorable Theopalis K. Gregory, Sr., Wilmington City Council President 

Dr. Dyremple B. Marsh, Dean, 1890 Administrator, Research Director 

 

We are asking your support for this historic event by placing an ad in our souvenir booklet, purchasing a 

patron and/or a ticket to our gala event. We have enclosed a form for your convenience with the ad, 

patron and ticket prices.  

 

This ad booklet will become a ready reference for educational, business and professional contacts in the 

State of Delaware.  Your vital participation and contribution is greatly appreciated by the NCCAC, and 

prospective students in New Castle County. Please accept our sincere thanks, in advance, for your support. 

 

Best regards, 

The Scholarship Committee 

 

                                                     
Edythe Pridgen          Rev. Theressa W. Holmes    
Luncheon Chair                                                          President 
 
 
 

 

 

Please see reverse side 

A Message from the President

Greetings Alumni and Friends:

On behalf of the members of the New Castle County Alumni Chapter of Delaware 
State University, I am delighted to have the opportunity to welcome you to our 
34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon.

Through the years, the NCCAC has provided scholarships for deserving students
of New Castle County. This event is about creating a culture of “giving back”.  A culture in which 
I believe is strongly embedded at Delaware State University, and embraced by alumni, faculty, 
students and the community at large.

Your presence here today affirms our collective commitment to education. Nelson Mandela is quoted 
as saying, “Education is the most powerful; weapon you can use to change the world.” Thank you 
for sharing your time and resources. Your generous gift helps to ensure that students are prepared to 
become successful leaders and great contributors to society. 

Congratulations to all of the scholarship recipients! I warmly welcome you to the DSU Family. 
I sincerely hope and expect that you will have a wonderful experience with us.

Best wishes are extended to those who are being honored today. I applaud your commitment to 
improving the quality of life by demonstrating your commitment to community service.

Join the New Castle County Alumni Chapter today and experience the joy of supporting the growth 
and success of our beloved Alma Mater. Our success depends on the personal 
commitment of those who hold to the privilege to serve and the responsibility to lead.

I would like to personally thank all our sponsors and contributors. Your continued support to 
Delaware State University is a lifetime investment. Special thanks to Edythe Pridgen, scholarship 
chair. I extend sincere appreciation for your dedication and passion and your vision for this year’s 
luncheon.

Thank you to all who helped to make this fundraiser effort a success. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated.

Peace and Blessings
Rev. Theressa W. Holmes

 
 

August 2014 

 

Greetings, 

 On behalf of the members of the New Castle 

County Alumni Chapter of Delaware State University, 

it is my pleasure to welcome you to our 33rd Annual 

Scholarship Luncheon. 

 Each year we gather together to celebrate the 
many ways in which your continuous support touches 
the lives of students. This special event provides 
scholarships for deserving students and gives them the 
opportunity to meet and thank the extraordinary 
people who make a difference through their generosity. 
Congratulations are in order for these outstanding 
young men and women as they explore the possibility of a great future at DSU. May 
you always be inspired to find your passion, live your dreams and make your marks in 
the world!  Welcome to the Hornet Nation. 
 I wish to extend warmest congratulations to those who are being honored 
today. I applaud your dedication to improving the quality life by demonstrating your 
commitment to community service. 
 We have a wonderful opportunity of hearing from our keynote speaker, Ty 
Couey, president of National Organization of Parents College, Inc. NOCP is dedicated 
to establishing Alumni-Parents partnerships at Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities to benefit the successful perpetuation of HBCU institutions.   
 Join the New Castle County Chapter today and experience the joy of 

supporting the growth and success of our beloved Alma Mater. Our success depends 

on the personal commitment of those who embrace the privilege to serve and the 

responsibility to lead. 

 We are very grateful for the continuing support from our sponsors. Please 

patronize the businesses and organizations supporting this worthwhile event. For 

everything you do for Delaware State University, we offer you sincere thanks. We are 

truly blessed by your generosity.  

 I want to personally thank the committee and all the volunteers for helping to 
make this event a success. Special thanks to Troy Ashley, scholarship luncheon chair. 
His enthusiasm and zeal to serve is a testament to the capable leadership produced by 
DSU. Most importantly, we thank you for coming to support and give recognition to 
our honorees and scholarship recipients. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, Chapter President 

Delaware State University 

New Castle County Alumni Chapter 
 

OFFICERS:  Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, President; Edythe L. Pridgen, Vice President; Wardell Harmon, Recording Secretary; 
Carol S. Wright, Assistant Secretary; Irene S. Jones, Treasurer; John Armstrong, Parliamentarian 

P.O. BOX 30638  Wilmington, DE 19805  
“THIRTY-SIX YEARS OF PROGRESS - STILL PURSUING AND ACHIEVING!”

August 13, 2017

On behalf  of  the members of  the New Castle County Chapter of  Delaware 
State University Alumni Association, it is my pleasure to welcome you to 
our 36th Annual Scholarship Luncheon. This year’s luncheon is dedicated to 
the Loving Memory of  Jerome Harry Pinkett, a  longtime devoted member of  the New Castle County Alumni 
Chapter and supporter of  Delaware State University.

Each year we gather together to celebrate the many ways in which your continuous support touches the lives of  
students. This special event provides scholarships for deserving students and gives them the opportunity to meet 
and thank the extraordinary people who make a difference through their generosity. Congratulations to these 
outstanding young men and women as they explore the possibility of  a great future at DSU! May you always be 
inspired to find your passion, live your dream, and make your mark in the world.  Welcome to the Hornet Nation!
 
I wish to extend warmest congratulations to those who are being honored today. I applaud your dedication to 
improving the quality life by demonstrating your commitment to community service.

Experience the joy of  supporting the growth and success of  our beloved Alma Mater by joining the New Castle 
County Alumni Chapter today. Our success depends on the personal commitment of  those who embrace the 
privilege to serve and the responsibility to lead.
 
We are very grateful for the continuing support from our sponsors. Everything you do for Delaware State 
University, we offer sincere thanks. We are truly blessed by your generosity. 

Thank you to all who helped to make this fundraising effort a success. Your continuous support is greatly 
appreciated.

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY

 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
NEW CASTLE COUNTY CHAPTER

OFFICERS:  Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, President; Keith Dorman, Vice President; Wardell Harmon, Recording Secretary; Irene S. Jones, Treasurer
P.O. BOX 30638    Wilmington, DE 19805

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF PROGRESS  -  STILL PURSUING AND ACHIEVING!”

                   Message from the President

August 21, 2016 

Greetings Alumni and Friends,

It is my humble honor and pleasure to welcome you to our 35th Annual Scholarship 
Luncheon as we celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Delaware State University.

This annual event brings students and donors together to celebrate the achievements 
of our scholarship recipients and the extraordinary people who make a difference 
through their financial support. Congratulations are in order for these outstanding 
young men and women. Remember, you have a great journey ahead of you at DSU. 
Continue to strive for excellence!

Best wishes to those being honored today. I  commend you for your dedication to 
improving the quality of life for the communities you serve.

On behalf of the members of New Castle County Alumni Chapter, I would like to 
extend special thanks  to John Ridgeway. Your continuous support demonstrates your  
pride and commitment to our chapter and our beloved, Delaware State University.

The success of this event would not be possible without the generosity of our 
sponsors and those in attendance today. We are very grateful  for your support. We 
look forward to continuing this tradition of helping  fellow hornets attend DSU. 

We ask God’s blessings on each of you as you move forward with the rest of your 
lives.

Peace and Love

Rev. Theressa W. Holmes 
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“Thirty-four years of progress — still pursuing and achieving!” 
 

 

June 17, 2015 
 

Dear Supporter:           

 

The New Castle County Chapter of the DSU Alumni Association is embarking on an exciting support 

campaign to raise at least $50,000.00 for deserving New Castle County high school students, and to “give 

back” to Delaware State University through its DSU Foundation, Incorporated. 

 

Our 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015, 2:00 p.m. at the 

Cavaliers Country Club, 100 Addison Drive, Newark, DE 19712  

 

This year, we are featuring Delaware State University’s Provost and Executive Vice President for 

Academic Affairs, Dr. Alton Thompson, as our keynote speaker.  

 

In addition to awarding six deserving students a scholarship, a book voucher, and financial assistance to 

returning DSU students, we will also pay tribute to two long-standing and faithful members of the New 

Castle County Alumni Chapter:  Mildred Holmes, and Ruth Jackson.  

 

As a part of the 34th Annual Scholarship Luncheon, the following distinguished individuals will be 

recognized and honored, as they have contributed a variety of gifts to the uplift our local community and 

the advancement of education for Delaware students and our beloved Delaware State University.   

 

The Honorable Donald and Mrs. Delores Blakey, Educators 

Mr. Bernard Pinkett, retired Physical Therapist 

The Honorable Theopalis K. Gregory, Sr., Wilmington City Council President 

Dr. Dyremple B. Marsh, Dean, 1890 Administrator, Research Director 

 

We are asking your support for this historic event by placing an ad in our souvenir booklet, purchasing a 

patron and/or a ticket to our gala event. We have enclosed a form for your convenience with the ad, 

patron and ticket prices.  

 

This ad booklet will become a ready reference for educational, business and professional contacts in the 

State of Delaware.  Your vital participation and contribution is greatly appreciated by the NCCAC, and 

prospective students in New Castle County. Please accept our sincere thanks, in advance, for your support. 

 

Best regards, 

The Scholarship Committee 

 

                                                     
Edythe Pridgen          Rev. Theressa W. Holmes    
Luncheon Chair                                                          President 
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Greetings Alumni and Friends:
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Best wishes are extended to those who are being honored today. I applaud your commitment to 
improving the quality of life by demonstrating your commitment to community service.

Join the New Castle County Alumni Chapter today and experience the joy of supporting the growth 
and success of our beloved Alma Mater. Our success depends on the personal 
commitment of those who hold to the privilege to serve and the responsibility to lead.

I would like to personally thank all our sponsors and contributors. Your continued support to 
Delaware State University is a lifetime investment. Special thanks to Edythe Pridgen, scholarship 
chair. I extend sincere appreciation for your dedication and passion and your vision for this year’s 
luncheon.

Thank you to all who helped to make this fundraiser effort a success. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated.

Peace and Blessings
Rev. Theressa W. Holmes

 
 

August 2014 

 

Greetings, 

 On behalf of the members of the New Castle 

County Alumni Chapter of Delaware State University, 

it is my pleasure to welcome you to our 33rd Annual 

Scholarship Luncheon. 

 Each year we gather together to celebrate the 
many ways in which your continuous support touches 
the lives of students. This special event provides 
scholarships for deserving students and gives them the 
opportunity to meet and thank the extraordinary 
people who make a difference through their generosity. 
Congratulations are in order for these outstanding 
young men and women as they explore the possibility of a great future at DSU. May 
you always be inspired to find your passion, live your dreams and make your marks in 
the world!  Welcome to the Hornet Nation. 
 I wish to extend warmest congratulations to those who are being honored 
today. I applaud your dedication to improving the quality life by demonstrating your 
commitment to community service. 
 We have a wonderful opportunity of hearing from our keynote speaker, Ty 
Couey, president of National Organization of Parents College, Inc. NOCP is dedicated 
to establishing Alumni-Parents partnerships at Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities to benefit the successful perpetuation of HBCU institutions.   
 Join the New Castle County Chapter today and experience the joy of 

supporting the growth and success of our beloved Alma Mater. Our success depends 

on the personal commitment of those who embrace the privilege to serve and the 

responsibility to lead. 

 We are very grateful for the continuing support from our sponsors. Please 

patronize the businesses and organizations supporting this worthwhile event. For 

everything you do for Delaware State University, we offer you sincere thanks. We are 

truly blessed by your generosity.  

 I want to personally thank the committee and all the volunteers for helping to 
make this event a success. Special thanks to Troy Ashley, scholarship luncheon chair. 
His enthusiasm and zeal to serve is a testament to the capable leadership produced by 
DSU. Most importantly, we thank you for coming to support and give recognition to 
our honorees and scholarship recipients. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, Chapter President 

Delaware State University 

New Castle County Alumni Chapter 
 

OFFICERS:  Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, President; Edythe L. Pridgen, Vice President; Wardell Harmon, Recording Secretary; 
Carol S. Wright, Assistant Secretary; Irene S. Jones, Treasurer; John Armstrong, Parliamentarian 

P.O. BOX 30638  Wilmington, DE 19805  
“THIRTY-SIX YEARS OF PROGRESS - STILL PURSUING AND ACHIEVING!”

August 13, 2017

Welcome to our 36th Annual New Castle County Alumni Chapter Scholarship 
Luncheon. We again applaud the vision of  the alumni members who put the 1st 
scholarship luncheon in place 35 years ago. The first scholarship we gave was for 
$100.00; however, now $100 is part of  the cost of  books needed for courses. To-
day, recipients will be awarded $1,250 due to the additional scholarship funds that 
was given by the Pinkett Family in memory of  Mr. Jerome H. Pinkett, a dedicated 
member of  this chapter.

The scholarship luncheon is our major fund-raiser to financially support deserv-
ing high school students in New Castle County.

The New Castle County Alumni Chapter expresses its deepest gratitude for the 
support each of  you have given us over the years. In a sense, this annual event is 
our “mini” DSU homecoming; the gathering of  former classmates, dear friends 
from other universities, our many friends of  all professions, and the churches, 
organizations and businesses, who are a vital part of  the DSU family.

We are very grateful to our Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester and our distin-
guished Honorees who graciously answered our call to be a part of  this great day. 

Dr. Williams and the DSU staff, we commend you for “a job well done.” You 
have grown Delaware State University to even higher heights. Your accessibility, 
prompt returned phone calls and the “open” office atmosphere is truly appreci-
ated.

God bless each of  you as we “celebrate” our distiguished 2017 NCCo.. Alumni 
Chapter Scholarship Recipients!

Best Regards,

Luncheon Chair
 
 

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY 
 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

NEW CASTLE COUNTY CHAPTER  
 

 
 

“Thirty-six years of progress — still pursuing and achieving!” 
 
 

May 10, 2017 
 

Dear Supporter:           
 
The New Castle County Chapter of the DSU Alumni Association is embarking on an exciting support 
campaign to raise funds for deserving New Castle County high school students, and to “give back” to 
Delaware State University through its DSU Foundation, Incorporated. 
 
Our 36th Annual Scholarship Luncheon will be held on Sunday, August 13, 2017, 2:00 p.m.at the 
Cavaliers Country Club, 100 Addison Drive, Newark, DE 19702  
 
This year, we are excited to announce Delaware’s first person of color and first woman to be elected to the 
United States House of Representatives, The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester, as our keynote 
speaker.  
 
In addition to awarding deserving students a scholarship, a book voucher, and financial assistance to 
returning DSU students, we will also recognize the following distinguished individuals who have 
contributed a variety of gifts to uplift our local community and the advancement of education for 
Delaware students and our beloved Delaware State University. They are:   

 
Dr. Nina Anderson, DNP, Executive Director, Tova Community Health, Inc. 

The Honorable Hanifa Shabazz, Wilmington City Council President (First Woman)  
Mr. Mark Sills, Founder/President, Urban Youth, Inc. 

Mr. Eugene Young, Advocacy Director, Delaware Department of Justice 
YMCA Black Achievers Program, Mrs. Claire Carey, Director 

 
We are asking your support for this historic event by placing an ad in our souvenir booklet, purchasing a 
patron and/or a ticket to our gala event. We have enclosed a form for your convenience with the ad, 
patron and ticket prices.  
 
This ad booklet will become a ready reference for educational, business and professional contacts in the 
State of Delaware.  Your vital participation and contribution is greatly appreciated by the NCCAC, and 
prospective students in New Castle County. Please accept our sincere thanks, in advance, for your support. 
 
Best regards, 
The Scholarship Committee 
         
 
 
Mr. Ned Brown, Jr.         Rev. Theressa W. Holmes   
Luncheon Chair         President 
 
 
 

 
 



The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester was duly elected the “first” woman and 
the “first” person of  color to be elected as Delaware’s United States member 
on the House of  Representatives on November  of  2016. 

This phenomenal woman began her professional career as a problem-solver 
and an advocate. A caseworker for then-Congressman Tom Carper, Lisa 
helped people during challenging times with their Social Security benefits, 
disability insurance claims, IRS disputes and housing needs. She served in the 
cabinets of  two Delaware governors as Delaware’s first African-American 
woman Secretary of  Labor, and as Delaware’s first African-American Deputy 
Secretary of  Health and Social Services and State Personnel Director. As Sec-
retary of  Labor, Lisa managed 500 employees and an $87 million budget; she 
focused on connecting employers to resources and jobseekers – particularly 
those on welfare or leaving Delaware prisons. As State Personnel Director, 
Lisa was commissioned to investigate the Delaware State Police for racial and 
sexual discrimination. Working with local and national experts in policing and 
civil rights, the 2001 Blunt-Bradley Report served as a roadmap to improve 
the internal and external relations of  the State Police.

She also served as the CEO of  the Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League – 
an action-oriented, public policy research think-tank focused on the inclusion 
of  people of  color.

Lisa grew up in Wilmington, graduated from Padua Academy, and worked 
her first job at the McDonald’s on Market Street. She majored in Internation-
al Relations as an undergraduate at Fairleigh Dickinson University and later 
earned a Master’s in Urban Affairs and Public Policy from the University of  
Delaware. Lisa believes our national security requires a strong understanding 
of  the rest of  the world. She has helped women enter the workforce in the 
Middle East, provided vaccines to children in Africa, and co-authored a book 
while living in China with her late husband Charles. Her book, THRIVE: 34 
Women, 19 Countries, One Goal, profiles women who reinvented themselves 
while living in a foreign country.

Lisa is the proud mother of  Alyssa, age 27, and Alex, age 30, both of  whom 
graduated from Delaware’s public schools. 

Lisa believes a lot of  people in Delaware are doing their best...but there are 
still so many hurting and existing instead of  thriving. She believes that with 
a fresh, common sense approach, we can find common ground and help 
people improve their lives and communities.

Our Keynote Speaker..Congresswoman
Lisa Blunt Rochester



Our             Scholarship Recipients
2017

KAYLYNN PRIDE
Cab Calloway Charter School 

JORDAN B. AL-MIN
Concord High School

SHARNEY’JA DEPUTY
Del Castle High School

KIASIA FERGUSON-TRAVIS
Brandywine High School

TIAJAH ROBINSON
William Penn High School

A Special Thanks

The New Castle County Alumni Chapter awarded two Delaware State University Juniors
 $1250 for the upcoming academic year.  This was part of fund-raiser for the Tom Joyner 

Scholarship Drive.  We thank Mr. John Ridgeway and Toyota for their contribution.  

The Juniors are Sidney Sanders and Malcolm Washington. 
Both students reside in New Castle County. 



The Honorable Hanifa G.N. Shabazz, DHL is a native Wilmingtonian who 
was born and raised on the eastside of  the City. She was educated in the 
Wilmington public school system, graduated from Wilmington High School 
and continued her studies at Springfield College and Wilmington University. In 
recognition of  her decades of  innovative community engagement and economic 
development, including her numerous innovative program accomplishments 
and demonstrations of  leadership, Hanifa was recently awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree of  Human Letters from Virginia University of  Lynchburg.

 
Hanifa is a nine-year member of  one of  the nation’s largest public policy 
research and advocacy groups, the prestigious National League of  Cities (NLC) 
and its affiliate member organization, the National Black Caucus of  Local 
Elected Officials (NBC LEO). She is an active member of  the NLC and has 
served in various leadership positions with NBC LEO. She was recently elected 

as President of  NBC-LEO. Hanifa is one of  several NBC LEO members who served as presenters on a panel at the 
2012 World Conference of  Mayors Fall International Leadership Conference in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea. Hanifa also 
recently obtained professional development training at the Morehouse School of  Medicine’s Satcher Institute where 
she received a Certificate of  Completion in its Community Health Leadership Program. This professional development 
training was sponsored by the World Conference of  Mayors and participants were engaged by invitation only.
 
Now elected as the first female President of  Wilmington’s City Council, Hanifa was first elected in 2004 and honored to 
have served three terms as the representative of  more than 9,000 residents of  the City’s 4th District - - one of  the most 
diverse districts in Wilmington. Hanifa chaired City Council’s Public Works and Transportation Committees and served 
as a member of  the Finance Committee, the Education, Youth and Families Committee and the Housing and Licenses 
and Inspections Committee. As a result of  Hanifa’s mission to pursue innovation and positive change, she has been 
able to achieve a series of  accomplishments for her constituents. Most recently, Hanifa asked the National Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) to come to Wilmington to study what she saw as an epidemic of  violence among young African-
American men and youths who are dying at alarming rates because of  violence perpetrated with guns. As Councilperson 
and an activist citizen, Hanifa engaged Delaware’s Congressional leaders to support her request to the CDC to conduct 
the study of  violence in Wilmington.
 
Hanifa was the first elected official to implement the Neighborhood Assistance Act whereby businesses and corporations 
invest in low and middle-income neighborhoods and make contributions to non-profit organizations in support of  their 
projects in exchange for a 50% tax credit. She also encouraged and helped form pioneering community coalitions that 
secured the first of  six Community Benefit Agreements in the state where again, businesses invest and partner in the 
community by formally agreeing to create jobs and engage in business growth in ways that provide opportunities for 
local residents to attain livable wage jobs and seek local businesses in their communities that add value.
 
Focusing on what she identified as the 4 E’s, which are Education, Empowerment, Economics and Environment, 
Hanifa organized lower wealth communities into developing their own community-driven revitalization plans known as 
the Special Area Management Plan for the South Bridge neighborhood; the Blueprint Community: Eastside Rising Plan 
for the Eastside neighborhood; and West Center City Futures for the preservation of  the West Center City section of  
the City. These three neighborhoods have witnessed their well-conceived written plans move into the implementation 
stage. A few years ago, Hanifa also addressed a pressing economic empowerment issue by creating the PAID Program, 
a 12-week intensive Preparatory Apprentice Instruction Development Program that assisted individuals in successfully 
passing the various construction trade union entrance exams. Graduates of  the PAID Program became employed in 
various businesses, including the construction trades.

Our Honoree... The Honorable
Hanifa Shabazz



 

 

Nina F. Anderson, DNP, RN, FNP‐BC 

 

Executive Director and Founder 

Tova Community Health, Inc. 

Advanced Practice Nurse Care Coordinator and Nurse Consultant 

Tova Healthcare 

Wilmington, DE   

 

 

Nina F. Anderson, DNP, RN, FNP‐BC is executive director and founder of Tova Community Health, 

Inc., and an advanced practice nurse care coordinator and nurse Consultant at Tova Healthcare 

in Wilmington, DE.  She previously served as director of the Adolescent and Young Adult 

Interdisciplinary Transition Program in the Marian Anderson Comprehensive Sickle Cell Care and 

Research Center at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children in Philadelphia, PA.  Dr. Anderson 

received her nursing training at the University of Delaware, School of Nursing in Newark and her 

doctorate in nursing from Thomas Jefferson University College of Nursing in Philadelphia. 

 

Dr. Anderson is a member of the Delaware Coalition of nurse Practitioners and Sickle Cell Adult 

Provider Network.  She founded the Tova Awards and the James Faucett III Sickle Cell Awareness 

5K Walk/Run at Brandywine Park in Wilmington.  Dr. Anderson has published peer‐reviewed 

articles and given presentations on Sickle cell disease nationwide.  In 2017, Dr. Anderson won 

the Delaware Woman Owned Small Business of the year award.  In her spare time, Nina is an 

accomplished Violinist, enjoys running 5Ks, attending concerts at the Kimmel Center and 

spending time with her family and friends. 

 

 

Nina F. Anderson, DNP, RN, FNP-BC is Executive Director 
and Founder of  Tova Community Health, Inc. She is also 
an advanced practice nurse care coordinator and nurse 
Consultant at Tova Healthcare in Wilmington, DE. 

She previously served as director of  the Adolescent and 
Young Adult Interdisciplinary Transition Program in the 
Marian Anderson Comprehensive Sickle Cell Care and 
Research Center at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children 
in Philadelphia, PA. 

Dr. Anderson received her nursing training at the University 
of  Delaware, School of  Nursing in Newark, and her 
Doctorate in Nursing from Thomas Jefferson University 
College of  Nursing in Philadelphia.

Dr. Anderson is a member of  the Delaware Coalition of  
Nurse Practitioners and the Sickle Cell AdultProvider 
Network. She founded the Tova Awards and the James 
Faucett III Sickle Cell Awareness 5K Walk/Run, held in 
Brandywine Park in Wilmington. 

Dr. Anderson has published peer-reviewed articles and given 
presentations on Sickle Cell disease nationwide. In 2017, Dr. 
Anderson won the Delaware Woman Owned Small Business 
of  the year award. 

In her spare time, Nina is an accomplished Violinist, enjoys 
running 5Ks, attending concerts at the Kimmel Center and 
spending time with her family and friends.

Our Honoree..Dr. Nina F. Anderson,
DNP, RN, FNP‐BC



Mark P. Sills is a native of  the eastside of  Wilmington, DE. Over 
the years, he has established a well-known Delaware and regional 
reputation as an advocate, organizer and business entrepreneur of  
youth development programs - with organized youth basketball 
programs as a focal point. He and his company, Urban Youth, Inc., 
have received many awards from Wilmington City Council and 
local civic groups for their work with Wilmington youth, inclusive 
of  helping many to get into college and receive college academic 
and athletic scholarships. 

Urban Youth Inc. has organized, coordinated and structured over 
1,000 basketball tournaments and leagues for the past 20 years, 
and has serviced over 45,000 youths. He was recently honored to 
receive an award from the House of  Representatives Pennsylvania 
Legislative Black Caucus, as well as to receive an award from the 
office of  Philadelphia City Hall Mayor Michael Nutter. He has 
organized Basketball events in conjunction with NBA Professional 
teams ATLANTA HAWKS, PHILADELPHIA 76ERS, 
WASHINGTON WIZARDS and DELAWARE 87ERS. 

He is an appointed board member of  the Delaware High School 
Basketball Hall of  Fame and Mark serves on the Wilmington 
Martin Luther King Jr. Referral Center Advisory Board. Mark is 
also an Alumnus of  the H. Fletcher Brown Boys and Girls Club, as 
well as a board member of  the Boys and Girls Clubs of  Delaware.

During Mark’s early professional years, he served as a Youth 
Development Specialist with the Wilmington Housing Authority 
- with staff  responsibility for developing basketball and other 
recreational programs for youth residing in public housing. He then 
served as Youth Program Director for the Delaware Girls Club 
and later as a ten-year Assistant Basketball Coach with Howard 
High School in Wilmington. At Howard, he was instrumental in 
helping the team to win the 1996 Delaware State Boys High School 
Basketball Championship.

For the last 20 years, starting in 1997, Mark has been the Founder 
and President of  Urban Youth, Inc., a business, profit making entity 
which specialized in organizing and directing organized week-end 
youth basketball tournaments for non-profit and public youth 
groups in Wilmington and in many other cities along the north 
eastern part of  the country. Over these last 19 years, Urban Youth, 
Inc., has served over 30,000 youths and sponsored an average of  35 
to 40 organized week-end youth basketball tournaments per year in 
20 different cities. About ten percent (10%) of  these tournaments 
have been in Wilmington DE (inclusive of  two annual Spring & 
Fall, nine weekend basketball leagues). The other 90 percent (90%) 
of  these Urban Youth, Inc. weekend basketball tournaments have 
been annually staged in such cities as Dover Delaware, Toronto 
Canada, Philadelphia PA, Atlantic City NJ, Germantown MD, 
Ocean City MD, Chester PA, Baltimore MD, Washington DC, 
Chantilly VA, Charlotte NC, Atlanta GA, Montgomery AL, 
Pensacola FL, among many others.

Operationally, Urban Youth, Inc. promotes organized weekend 

basketball tournaments through its website: 
Urbanyouthinc.com - with an internet 
marketing focus on teams located in the 
geographical area designated for weekend 
basketball tournaments. Interested teams 
are able to pay their registration fees on-
line. The registration fees are then used to cover the costs of  facility 
rental space; game referees, insurance, trophies/medals and other 
administrative costs. Mark Sills notes that “we have been fortunate 
in attracting a constituent core of  youth (ages 10-17) basketball 
teams which annually register to play in our state and regionally based 
weekend basketball tournaments. Much of  this attraction, I believe, 
can be attributed to the greatly expanded interest girls in organized 
basketball; the fact that basketball has proven to be the least costly 
of  all organized sport and to the budgetary cuts in youth recreational 
programs of  local municipalities.”

In the pursuit of  his youth serving business, Mark acknowledges 
the support of  his public service oriented family, including his 
father James (Jim) H. Sills, Jr. (former first time Black Mayor of  
Wilmington DE); Jim Sills III (former Delaware State Secretary of  
the Department of  Information and Technology and current CEO 
of  M&F Bank of  Durham, NC), and his late grandmother Marjorie 
E. Duckrey, formerly a well-known social worker of  Philadelphia, 
PA. He also is grateful for the support of  his wife, Raynell, his son, 
Ryan and his sister, Julie. In 2012, the City of  Wilmington awarded 
Mark Sills “Father of  the Year.” In February 2017, Mark was selected 
as one of  the “Bancroft Junior High Top 100 Basketball Players” in 
the school’s history.

Mark attended Delaware State University, where he studied business 
administration and recreation studies. He is a member of  the Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. He is a member of  the Delaware Afro American 
Sports Hall of  Fame Committee. Mark is also a board member of  
the Delaware Sports Broadcaster’s Associations (D.S.B.A.). He was 
inducted into the Philadelphia Association of  Black Sports and 
Culture Hall of  Fame on September 13, 2012, in Philadelphia, PA 
along with basketball legends Gene Banks, Coach C. Vivian Stringer, 
Wilt Chamberlain and Norman Oliver. On April 17, 2014 Mr. Sills 
was inducted into the Delaware Afro American Sports Hall of  Fame 
in Dover, DE.  In late 2015, Mark was awarded the Civic Award from 
the City of  Wilmington, DE Mayor Dennis Williams’ Office, and 
honored at the Howard High School Class of  1973 42nd Reunion 
Banquet for being an Advocate and Civic Leader. In April of  2016, 
the Delaware State University Diamond Extravaganza Banquet 
committee awarded Mark for his 20 years of  service and contributions 
to women’s sports.

Mark Sills has worked with The City of  Wilmington on numerous 
community based projects over the last several years. He works with 
the Howard High School and Howard High Alumni Association 
on various successful community based projects. Mark is a member 
of  the Delaware State University Alumni Association New Castle 
County Chapter.

Mark P. Sills is a native of the eastside of Wilmington, DE. Over the years, has established a well­
known Delaware and regional reputation as an advocate, organizer and business entrepreneur of 
youth development programs ­ with organized youth basketball programs as a focal point. He and 
his company, Urban Youth, Inc. have received many awards from the Wilmington City Council 
and local civic groups for their work with Wilmington youth, inclusive of helping many to get into 
college and receiving college academic and athletic scholarships. Urban Youth Inc. has organized, 
coordinated and structured over 1,000 basketball tournaments and leagues for the past 20 years, 
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Operationally, Urban Youth, Inc., promotes organized weekend basketball tournaments through its website: Urbanyouthinc.
com  ­ with  an  internet marketing  focus  on  teams  located  in  the  geographical  area  designated  for weekend  basketball 
!%539,B#9!76$I9!#3#7!#-$!#,B7$,3#$,=+#$!%$.,0$!"#*3$3#8*7!3,!*%9$&##7$%9U+*9#6$C"#$3#8*7!3,!*%9$&##7$,3#$!"#9$57#-$!%$(%>#3$!"#$
costs of facility rental space; game referees, insurance, trophies/medals and other administrative costs. Mark Sills notes that 
d@#$",>#$=##9$&%3!59,!#$*9$,!!3,(!*98$,$(%97!*!5#9!$(%3#$%&$0%5!"$_,8#7$WZUWLa$=,7<#!=,++$!#,B7$@"*("$,995,++0$3#8*7!#3$!%$
play in our state and regionally based weekend basketball tournaments. Much of this attraction, I believe, can be attributed 
to the greatly expanded interest girls in organized basketball; the fact that basketball has proven to be the least costly of all 
organized sport and to the budgetary cuts in youth recreational programs of local municipalities.”

In the pursuit of his youth serving business, Mark acknowledges the support of his public service oriented family, including 
"*7$&,!"#3$T,B#7$_T*Ba$16$G*++7H$T36$_&%3B#3$'37!$!*B#$;+,(<$2,0%3$%&$E*+B*98!%9$JKae$T*B$G*++7$III$_&%3B#3$J#+,@,3#$G!,!#$
G#(3#!,30$%&$!"#$J#.,3!B#9!$%&$I9&%3B,!*%9$,9-$C#("9%+%80$,9-$(533#9!$/KP$%&$2bS$;,9<$%&$J53",BH$4/aH$,9-$"*7$+,!#$
83,9-B%!"#3$2,3?%3*#$K6$J5(<3#0H$&%3B#3+0$,$@#++U<9%@9$7%(*,+$@%3<#3$%&$)"*+,-#+."*,H$)A6$1#$,+7%$*7$83,!#&5+$&%3$!"#$

75..%3!$%&$"*7$@*&#H$N,09#++H$"*7$7%9H$N0,9$,9-$"*7$7*7!#3H$T5+*#6$In 2012, the City of Wilmington awarded Mark Sills “Father 
of the Year.” I9$S#=35,30$YZWLH$2,3<$@,7$7#+#(!#-$,7$%9#$%&$!"#$d;,9(3%&!$T59*%3$1*8"$C%.$WZZ$;,7<#!=,++$)+,0#37f$*9$!"#$
school’s history.

Mark attended Delaware State University where he studied business administration and recreation studies. He is a member 
%&$!"#$)"*$;#!,$G*8B,$S3,!#39*!06$1#$*7$,$B#B=#3$%&$!"#$J#+,@,3#$A&3%$AB#3*(,9$1,++$%&$S,B#$/%BB*!!##6$2,3<$*7$,+7%$
,$=%,3-$B#B=#3$%&$ !"#$J#+,@,3#$G.%3!7$;3%,-(,7!#3g7$A77%(*,!*%97$ _J6G6;6A6a6$1#$@,7$ *9-5(!#-$ *9!%$ !"#$)"*+,-#+."*,$
A77%(*,!*%9$%&$;+,(<$G.%3!7$,9-$/5+!53#$1,++$%&$S,B#$%9$G#.!#B=#3$W\H$YZWY$*9$)"*+,-#+."*,H$)A$,+%98$@*!"$=,7<#!=,++$
+#8#9-7$O#9#$;,9<7H$/%,("$/6$c*>*,9$G!3*98#3H$E*+!$/",B=#3+,*9$,9-$4%3B,9$P+*>#36$P9$A.3*+$WLH$YZW^$236$G*++7$@,7$

*9-5(!#-$*9!%$!"#$J#+,@,3#$A&3%$AB#3*(,9$G.%3!7$1,++$%&$S,B#$*9$J%>#3H$JK6$In late 2015, Mark Was awarded the Civic 
Award from the City of Wilmington, DE Mayor Dennis Williams’ O�ce, and honored at the Howard High School Class of 
1973 42nd Reunion Banquet for being an Advocate and Civic Leader. In April of 2016, Delaware State University Diamond 
Extravaganza Banquet, awarded Mark for his 20 years of service and contributions to women’s sports.
2,3<$G*++7$",7$@%3<#-$@*!"$C"#$/*!0$%&$E*+B*98!%9$%9$95B#3%57$(%BB59*!0$=,7#-$.3%?#(!7$%>#3$!"#$+,7!$7#>#3,+$0#,376$
1#$@%3<7$@*!"$!"#$1%@,3-$1*8"$G("%%+$,9-$1%@,3-$1*8"$A+5B9*$A77%(*,!*%9$%9$>,3*%57$75((#77&5+$(%BB59*!0$=,7#-$
.3%?#(!76$2,3<$*7$(533#9!+0$,$B#B=#3$%&$!"#$J#+,@,3#$G!,!#$[9*>#37*!0$A+5B9*$/%BB*!!##$%&$!"#$4#@(,7!+#H$JK$/",.!#36

 Mark P. Sills 

Mark  P  Sills  is  a  native  of  the  eastside  of Wilmington, Delaware. Over  the  years,  has 

established  a  well­known  Delaware  and  regional  reputation  as  an  advocate,  organizer  and 

business  entrepreneur  of  youth  development  programs  ­  with  organized  youth  basketball 

programs as a focal point. He and his business company, Urban Youth, Inc.  have received many 

awards from the Wilmington City Council and local civic groups for their work with Wilmington 

youth, inclusive of helping many to get into college and receiving college academic and athletic 

scholarships. He has organized Basketball  events  in conjunction  @*!"$4;A$)3%&#77*%9,+$ !#,B7$

ACDA4CA$ 1AEFGH$ )1IDAJKD)1IA$ LMKNGH$ EAG1I4OCP4$ EIQANJG$ ,9-$ J#+,@,3#$

RLKNG6$1#$*7$,+7%$,$(%BB*!!##$B#B=#3$%&$the Delaware Sports W3*!#37$;3%,-(,7!#37$A77%(*,!*%9, 

of the Delaware High School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame Electoral Committee and serves 

on the Wilmington Martin Lu!"#3$F*98$T3. N#&#33,+$/#9!#3$A->*7%30$;%,3-6  

 

During Mark's  early  professional  years,  he  has  served  as Youth Development  Specialist  with  the Wilmington 

1%57*98$A5!"%3*!0$­ with staff responsibility for developing basketball and other recreational programs for youth residing 

*9$.5=+*($"%57*986$1#$!"#9$7#3>#-$,7$V%5!"$)3%83,B$J*3#(!%3$&%3$!"#$J#+,@,3#$O*3+7$/+5=$,9-$+,!#3$,7$,$ten 0#,3$A77*7!,9!$

;,7<#!=,++$/%,("$@*!"$!"#$E*+B*98!%9$1%@,3-$1*8"$G("%%+6$A!$1%@,3-H$"#$@,7$*97!35B#9!,+$*9$"#+.*98$!"#$!#,m to win 

!"#$WXXM$J#+,@,3#$G!,!#$;%07$1*8"$G("%%+$;,7<#!=,++$/",B.*%97"*.6 

S%3$!"#$+,7!$W]$0#,37H$7!,3!*98$*9$WXXLH$2,3<$",7$=##9$!"#$S%59-#3$,9-$)3#7*-#9!$%&$[3=,9$V%5!"H$I9(6H$,$=57*9#77H$

profit making entity which specialized in organizing and directing organized week­end youth basketball tournaments for 

non­profit and public youth groups  in Wilmington and in many other cities along the north eastern part of  the country. 

P>#3$!"#7#$+,7!$W]$0#,37H$[3=,9$V%5!"H$I9(6H$",7$7.%97%3#-$,9$,>#3,8#$%&$\]$!%$^Z$%3ganized week­end youth basketball 

!%539,B#9!7$.#3$0#,3$*9$YZ$-*&&#3#9!$(*!*#76$A=%5!$!#9$.#3(#9!$_WZ`a$%&$!"#7#$!%539,B#9!7$",>#$=##9$*9$E*+B*98!%9$JK$

_*9(+57*>#$%&$ !@%$,995,+$G.3*98$b$S,++H$9*9#$@##<#9-$=,7<#!=,++$ +#,85#7a6$C"#$%!"#3$XZ$.#3(#9!$ _XZ`a$%&$ !hese Urban 

V%5!"H$ I9(6$ @##<#9-$ =,7<#!=,++$ !%539,B#9!7$ ",>#$ =##9$ ,995,++0$ 7!,8#7$ *9$ 75("$ (*!*#7$ ,7$ J%>#3$ J#+,@,3#H$ C%3%9!%$

/,9,-,H$)"*+,-#+."*,$)AH$A!+,9!*($/*!0$4TH$O#3B,9!%@9$2JH$P(#,9$/*!0$2JH$/"#7!#3$)AH$;,+!*B%3#$2JH$E,7"*98!%9$

J/H$/",9!*++0$cAH Charlo!!#$4/H$A!+,9!,$OAH$2%9!8%B#30$ADH$)#97,(%+,$SDH$,B%98$B,90$%!"#376 

Operationally,  Urban  Youth,  Inc.,  promotes  organized  weekend  basketball  tournaments  through  its  website: 

Urbanyouthinc.com ­ with an internet marketing focus on teams located in the geographical area designated for weekend 

basketball tournaments. Interested teams are able to pay their registration fees on­+*9#6$C"#$3#8*7!3,!*%9$&##7$,3#$!"#9$57#-$

to cover the costs of facility rental space; game referees, insurance, trophies/medals and other administrative costs. Mark 

G*++7$ 9%!#7$ !",!$ h@#$ ",>#$ =##9$ &%3!59,!#$ *9$ ,!!3,(!*98$ ,$ (%97!*!5#9!$ (%3#$ %&$ 0%5!"$ _,8#7$ WZ­WLa$ =,7<#!=,++$ !#,B7$@"*("$

annually  register  to  play  in  our  state  and  regionally  based weekend  basketball  tournaments. Much  of  this  attraction,  I 

believe, can be attributed to the greatly expanded interest girls in organized basketball; the fact that basketball has proven 

to  be  the  least  costly  of  all  organized  sport  and  to  the  budgetary  cuts  in  youth  recreational  programs  of  local 

municipalities." 

In the pursuit of his youth serving business, Mark acknowledges the support of his public service oriented family, 

*9(+5-*98$"*7$&,!"#3$T,B#7$_T*Ba$16$G*++7H$T36$_&%3B#3$&*37!$!*B#$;+,(<$2,0%3$%&$E*+B*98!%9$JKae$T*B$G*++7$III$_(533#9!+0$

J#+,@,3#$ G!,!#$ G#(3#!,30$ %&$ !"#$ J#.,3!B#9!$ %&$ I9&%3B,!*%9$ ,9-$ C#("9%+%80aH$ ,9-$ "*7$ +,!#$ 83,9-B%!"#3$ 2,3?%3*#$ K6$

Duckrey, formerly well­<9%@9$7%(*,+$@%3<#3$%&$)"*+,-#+."*,$)A6$1#$,+7%$*7$83,!#&5+$&%3$!"#$75..%3!$%&$"*7$wife, Raynell, 

"*7$7%9H$N0,9$,9-$"*7$7*7!#3H$T5+*#6 

Mark attended Delaware State University where he studied business administration and recreation studies. He is a 

member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. He can be reached at marksills\MZ\@comcast.net. 

He *7$,$B#B=#3$%&$!"#$J#+,@,3#$A&3%$AB#3*(,9$1,++$%&$S,B#$/%BB*!!##6$1#$@,7$*9-5(!#-$*9!%$!"#$)"*+,-#+."*,$

A77%(*,!*%9$%&$;+,(<$G.%3!7$,9-$/5+!53#$1,++$%&$S,B#$%9$G#.!#B=#3$W\H$YZW2 *9$)"*+,-#+."*,H$)A$,+%98$@*!"$=,7<#!=,++$

+#8#9-7$O#9#$;,9<7H$/%,("$/6$c*>*,9$G!3*98#3H$E*+!$/",B=#3+,*9$,9-$4%3B,9$P+*>#36 

Mark G*++7$",7$@%3<#-$@*!"$Che City of Wilmington on numerous community based projects over the last several 

years. He works with t"#$1%@,3-$1*8"$G("%%+$,9-$1%@,3-$1*8"$A+5B9*$A77%(*,!*%9$%9$>,3*%57$75((#77&5+$(%BB59*!0$

=,7#-$.3%?#(!76$2,3<$*7$(533#9!+0$,$B#B=#3$%&$!"#$J#+,@,3#$G!,!#$[9*>#37*!0$A+5B9*$/%BB*!!##$%&$!"#$4#@(,7!+#H$JK$

Chapter. 

Our Honoree... Mark P. Sills



The Wilmington, Delaware Chapter of  The Links, Incorporated and the 
Wilmington Alumni Chapter of  Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, incorporated, 
realizing that little honor was being given to our local young  African-
American males, decided to jointly sponsor a program to ameliorate this 
situation. An Achievers Program developed by the Angel  City  Chapter of  
The Links, Incorporated, in Los Angeles, California, was used as a model for 
the development of  the Wilmington, Delaware Achievers Program.

In 1987, the Wilmington Achievers Program was founded upon the vision 
that a group of  exceptional and dedicated young men could be bonded 
together in pride and commitment. That vision became reality and today the 
program continues play a crucial role in the development of  many young 
African American males in our community.  Participants in the program 
are young men ages 16 to 19 recommended by their schools, churches, 
community organizations, families and friends. This vital program is designed 
to develop and encourage excellence in young African-American men, while 
also seeking to create positive images of  these males in the total community. 

The theme, “Promoting Excellence in African-American Young Men”, 
reflects the overall purpose and goals of  the program which are to provide a 
comprehensive enriching experience for African-American male youth that 
will assist them in developing: 
	 Self-Awareness, Self-Esteem and Self  Pride
	 An understanding of  their Importance to our Culture and Society
	 An Appreciation of  their Familial and Cultural Values and Racial Pride
	 An Understanding of  How to Succeed
	 Respect and Tolerance for Others
	 The Confidence to ACHIEVE their Potential

To accomplish the program goals and objectives, a series of  workshops and 
activities are offered that provide the young men an opportunity to experience 
the diverse and positive aspects of  African-American culture, as well as learn 
the basic tenets of  achievement and success.   Recognizing the value of  
higher education, participants are encouraged to set and pursue goals leading 
to higher educational achievements.  Participants in the program receive 
scholarships for post-secondary education, as well as technology awards.  

A significant component of  the program is the opportunity for 
the Achievers to meet and work with many local role models who 
encourage them to develop skills necessary for successful living 
and strengthen qualities that reflect responsible manhood. 

During the entire period of  preparation, the young men receive 
the support and guidance of  African-American entrepreneurs, 

executives, educators and professionals. Workshops and activities 
focus on such areas as goal setting, leadership, community 
involvement, family values, sexual responsibility, financial 
responsibility, career planning, business and social etiquette – 
all serving to promote the personal and intellectual growth and 
development of  African-American male youth.

The culminating event – The Affair of  Honor – is an elegant 
formal banquet and ceremony, at which time the young men are 
“presented” to the community and receive scholarships and other 
awards as a result of  their participation in the Achievers Program.   
This is indeed a significant and memorable event in the life of  each 
young man, who during the ceremony,  pledges his commitment to 
a life of  finer manhood.  

The Wilmington Achievers Program has grown considerably since 
its inception. The growth and popularity within the community not 
only reinforce the need for such a program, but more importantly, 
the desire for such a program by young African-American men.   
Over the 29 years of  its existence, 680 young African-American 
males have participated in the Achievers Program while over 
$660,000 in scholarships and merit awards have been presented to 
the program participants.  And, the amazingly impactful  Achievers 
Program continues to make a difference in the lives of  Delaware’s 
African American young men.     

Honoree: The Achievers Program,  Inc.
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Delaware State University
NEW CASTLE COUNTY

ALUMNI CHAPTER

Salutes
Toyota

Financial Services
Owing Mills, MD

&  
Corporate Manager for 

Financial Services,
Mr. John Ridgeway 

(NCCo Alumni Chapter Member), 
for their financial support through the 

years of our scholarship efforts.

Owings Mills, MD
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The 
New castle County 

chapter 

Expresses Its
Gratitude to the 
Children & Family 

of 
The Late 

JEROME H. PINKETT
FOR 

CONTINUING THE 
LEGACY THAT JEROME 

CARED SO DEEPLY 
ABOUT: 

FINANCIALLY ASSISTING 
HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS TO 

FURTHER THEIR 
EDUCATION AT 

DELAWARE STATE 
UNIVERSITY 





DSU Travelers &
Retired Breakfast

Clubbers:
Jerome Pinkett, President

Hal Blocksom, 
Secretary/Treasurer

 Bill Alston

 Charles Baylor

 Bryant Bell

 John Blunt

 Ted Blunt

 Ned Brown

 Don Conway

 LeeRoy DeShazor

 Major Hairston
  

 Ollie Johnson

 Charles Laws

 Morgan Little

 Greg McNeill

 Wilbert (Bunny) Miller

 Chester Montgomery

 Bill Murray

 Bernard Pinkett

 Phil Sadler

 Clarence Thomas

 Bob Vanderhost

 Howard West

 Rich Williams

 Deceased Members:
 Oliver Casson
 Donald Dawson
 Bill Grimsley
 Alonzo Lewis
 Dickie Saunders

Travelers
&

Breakfast Club The
DSU TRAVELERS

&
RETIRED BREAKFAST
CLUBBERS

Salute
 

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY
NEW CASTLE COUNTY ALUMNI

AS  YOU CELEBRATE
YOUR

35th ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIP  LUNCHEON

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR WORK:

   “STILL
               PURSUING
                               &                                             
                                  ACHIEVING”

Travelers
&

Breakfast Club

DSU TRAVELERS &
RETIRED BREAKFAST CLUB

IN HONOR
&

LOVING MEMORY
OF

JEROME H. PINKETT
Our President

“We go to the grave of a friend saying,  “A man is dead,” 
But angels throng about him saying, “A man is born.”

Henry Ward Beecher
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Major Hairston, President
Hal Blocksom,

Secretary/Treasurer

Bill Alston

Charles Bell

Bryant Blunt

John Blunt

Ted Blunt

Ned Brown

Don Conway

LeeRoy DeShazor

Ollie Johnson

Charles Laws

Morgan Little

Greg McNeill

Wilbert (Bunny) Miller

Chester Montgomery

Bill Murray

Bernard Pinkett

Phil Sadler

Clarence Thomas

Bob Vanderhost

Howard West

Rich Williams

Deceased Members:

Oliver Casson

Donald Dawson

Bill Grimsley

Alonzo Lewis

Jerome H. Pinkett

Dickie Saunders
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DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
NEW CASTLE COUNTY CHAPTER 

ON YOUR 
 36th ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON 

 
FROM 

 
 

Buttonwood United Methodist Church 
22 Buttonwood Avenue 

New Castle, Delaware  19720 
(302)328-9611 

www.buttonwoodumc.com 
Worship Service Sunday 9:00a.m 

 
 

 
 
 

Reverend Jonathan Whitney, Pastor 
 
 



COUNCIL PRESIDENT HANIFA SHABAZZ

107th
       Wilmington 
          City Council

COUNCIL MEMBERS:
(Top row) Zanthia Oliver, Ciro Adams, Ernest “Trippi” Congo, II, Robert A. Williams

(2nd row) Loretta Walsh, Va’Shun “Vash” Turner, Michelle Harlee, Samuel L. Guy, Esq.
(3rd row) Rysheema Dixon, Charles “Bud” Freel, Nnamdi O. Chukwuocha, Yolanda McCoy 

-36 Years of Success-
“We commend the DSUAA New Castle County Chapter for

investing in our youth by providing educational scholarships”



- Programme -
Two O’clock in the Afternoon

August 13, 2017
The Bella Vita at Cavaliers Country Club

100 Addison Drive - Newark, Delaware 19702

Welcome, Invocation & The Blessing of  the Food, ............................................................ Rev. Albert Gaither, Chaplain, 	
& Introduction of  the Master of  Ceremonies                                                     New Castle County Alumni Chapter  

   
Master of  Ceremonies ................................................................................................................................. Mr. John Ridgeway             
                                                                 Corporate Manager of  Customer Service Center East for Toyota Services     
                                                                              & Member of  the Board Of  Directors Delaware State University

Greetings ............................................................................................................................... Dr. Harry L. Williams, President,       
                                                                                                                                           Delaware State University
                                                                                                                        Dr. Marcia Taylor, Executive Director,    
                                                                                                               Alumni Relations, Delaware State University

Recognition of  Scholarship Recipients
	 Kaylynn Pride, Cab Calloway				     Jordan B. Al-Min, Concord High School
	 Sharney”Ja Deputy, Del Castle High School       	 Kiasia Ferguson-Travis, Brandywine High School
	 Tiajah Robinson, William Penn High School

Tom Joyner Scholarship Winners 
Delaware State University Juniors - Malcolm Washington & Sidney Sanders

Special Recognition ......................................................................................................................................... Mr. Herb Greene

Lunch is Served

Introduction of  the Guest Speaker ........................................................................................................... Mr. John Ridgeway

Guest Speaker ................................................................................................................ The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester
                                                                                                                      United States House of  Representatives

Presentation Of  Honorees
			   Dr. Nina Anderson				    The Honorable Ms. Hanifa Shabazz
			   Mr. Mark Sills					     The Achievers Program

Closing Remarks ................................................................................................................... Ned Brown, Jr., Luncheon Chair                                               
                                                              Rev. Theressa W. Holmes, President of  New Castle County Alumni Chapter

Benediction ................................................................................................................................. Rev. Albert Gaither, Chaplain

Singing Of  Our Alma Mater



William and F. Lynne (Burris) Abernethy
Wanda Bailey

The Baine Family
David & Shaynelle (Bordley) Barnes

The Bingham Family
Judith Black

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore “Ted”  Blunt
Congress woman Lisa Blunt Rochester

Mike Brown
Aleta & Ned Brown, Jr.

Floretta J. Burris
Demetris and Monet Clark

Cheryl Thomas Coverdale ‘68
Gregory & Cheryl (Burris) Dale, Sr.

Gregory 0. Dale, Jr.
Melody C. Dale

Jada Darby
Valarie A. Evans

Shelly Evans-Harris
Sonny Hill

Leslie Evans-Johnson
Gail Evans-Sudler

Kenae’ Ford
Kenneth Ford

Alexis Foxx
Darla J. Foxx

Kenneth & Fawn (Holmes) French
Romana & Gary Fullman

Kevin & Yvonne (Johnson) Gibson
Barbara & Willie Giles

Clara Whitfield Graham ‘67
Kathleen & Herb Greene 

Diane Hairston
Crystal B. & Allan N. Hart, Jr.

Lance & Sabrina Holmes
Lawrence & Theressa (Webster) Holmes

The Hughes Family
Fern Webster Johnson

Joyce Lawson
Alita Parker Lee

Erin Aziza Neal
Mala Imani Neal

Melodye Neal-Jenkins
Latasha Pipkin
Triniti Pipkin

Diane Robinson
Vernon Robinson, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert “Bob” Vanderhost
Chante’ C. Wall

Kiev A. Wall
Angela G. Webster & Sons 

Elaine M. Webster
Gaynelle C. Webster

Jarell K. Webster
Paulyne A. Webster
Theressa J. Webster

Juanita (Coverdale) Williams 
Andre’ L. Wright, Sr. 

Sharon Street Wright 
 

Delaware State University
ALMA MATER

	 Hail Alma Mater! Thy Children greet thee.
	 Greet thee with loyalty, love, strength, and truth;
	 Here in thine ancient halls, o’er thy plains so verdant.
	 Thou art our guide in the pathways of youth.

	 From the broad world without, come thy sons and daughters.
	 Bearing our laurels to lay at thy shrine
	 E’er shall we heed thy call, ne’er shall we fail thee.
	 Loved Alma Mater God bless thee and thine.

p a t r o n s





The Delaware State 
University Alumni 
Association

50Years of 
       Commitment 
              to Education

THE NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
CHAPTER 36 Years Strong
		  Rev. Theressa Holmes, President		  Edythe Pridgen, Vice President
		  Wardell Harmon, Secretary			   Carol Wright, Assistant Secretary
		  Irene S. Jones, Treasurer			   Rev. Albert Gaither, Chaplain

John Armstrong, Parliamentarian

1967  -  2017





COST:  $40.00 DOLLARS PER PERSON (FIRST COME FIRST SERVED). 
NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR

ADVANCED TICKETS ONLY
TCKETS CAN BE BOUGHT IN ADVANCE AT THE PAL CENTER

Semi Formal Attire Required
Dinner Will be served.

Please make checks or money orders payable to 
PAL OF WILMINGTON 

Payment must be mailed to: 
Wilbert “Bunny” Miller

PAL OF WILMINGTON 
3707 North Market Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 19802
302­764­6170 | www.palw.org

All Proceeds Benefit the *PAL OF WILMINGTON*
Hours ­ 6pm until 9PM {Cocktail Hour 6pm until 7pm CASH BAR {Included}

For Tickets information:
Contact Event Director Mark P. Sills @ 302­ 389­8558

Or Email at: marksills3603@comcast.net

WHEN??? 
SATURDAY, 

SEPT 30, 2017

WHERE???
PAL OF WILMINGTON 

3707 NORTH MARKET STREET 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19802

FORMER SECOND LADY JILL BIDEN  

BEBE COKER

SENATOR MARGARET ROSE HENRY 

BISHOP ARETHA MORTON 

CYNTHIA OATES

STATE REPRESENTATIVE HAZEL PLANT (D.)

VELDA JONES POTTER

CONGRESSWOMAN LISA BLUNT­ROCHESTER

CITY COUNCIL WOMAN LORETTA WALSH 

CITY OF WILMINGTON COMMUNITY LEGENDS 
DINNER BANQUET 

IN HONOR OF COMMUNITY LEGENDS:



 

 

  
 

                               
  
                                 

THE DELAWARE AFRO-AMERICAN SPORTS  
HALL of  FAME, INC 

 

Founded 1996 
 

AN ADVOCATE FOR  
OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

THE DELAWARE AFRO-AMERICAN SPORTS  
HALL OF FAME, INC OFFICERS 

 
           Charles J. Laws                                  Wendy Hanner                              Hollis Smack 
           President                                             Recording Secretary                    Chaplain 
                                                                       Membership Chair 
 
           Ned Brown                                          John Oates, Jr.                            Mark Sills 
           Vice-President                                    Treasurer                                     Financial Secretary 
 
           Renita Roane Brown                           Howard Smack                             Clemon Jordan 
           Corresponding Secretary                   Assistant Treasurer                     Parliamentarian              

 
                                                                       Bernard Pinkett 
                                                                       Contact Person  
 

www.daashof.org  
 



SUSSEX COUNTY CHAPTER

Recording Secretary
Elva Allen

Corresponding Secretary
Shorel Clark

President
J. Cagney France

Vice President
Bernard Carr

Treasurer
Elizabeth Allen

Assistant. Treasurer
Nicole Wilson

Parliamentarian
& Past President

Robert Draine
Chaplain

Bill Duffy, Jr.
Nominating Committee Chair

Clem Jordan

Inc.

Congratulations and Best Wishes
to New Castle County Chapter’s

36th Annual Scholarship Luncheon



IN HONOR 
OF

ERNESTINE MUMFORD WILLIAMS
&

IN MEMORY OF ROOMMATE
JUANITA “BAMBI” SINGLETON BAINE

DST SISTERS & FRIENDS FOREVER,
IRENE H. SMITH JONES

CLASS OF 1964



John Ridgeway

CONTINUED SUCCESS
TO OUR

NEW CASTLE COUNTY
ALUMNI CHAPTER

for
36 Years of financially supporting 

high school and matriculating 
students who have chosen 

Delaware State University to 
further their education!

“Giving is an opportunity 
we all cannot afford to miss”

WE BELIEVE IN GIVING BACK!
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Sherri Ridgeway
&

CONTINUED SUCCESS
TO OUR

NEW CASTLE COUNTY
ALUMNI CHAPTER

for
36 Years of financially supporting 

high school and matriculating 
students who have chosen 

Delaware State University to 
further their education!

“Giving is an opportunity 
we all cannot afford to miss”

WE BELIEVE IN GIVING BACK!
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Your talent is 

God’s 
gift to you.

What you do with it 
is your gift back 

to God.
               (Leo Buscaglia)

NED 
&

ALETA
BROWN



$1.000 Donor
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to God.
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NED 
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‘61 Angels
IN LOVING MEMORY

of 
My D.S.U. 

Classmates

Virginia (Ginger) Waters Bickham
Jerome H. Pinkett

Richard (Dickie) Saunders

Gone But 
Never Forgotten

“YOUR LEGACY WILL CONTINUE”

MARION E. GIBBS
Class of  1961



Congratulations and Best Wishes to the
2017 Scholarship Recipients of the

 Delaware State University Alumni Association
 New Castle County Chapter

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to those who prepare for it today.” 

Malcolm X

Peace and Love
Lawrence and Theressa (Tessie) Holmes

Class of 1978
$1.000 Donor



In Loving Memory
of

Agnew Lockett Brown,

Robert V. Puckham 

&

Jerome H. Pinkett

“Missed beyond measure”
Armelia Lawson
-Puckham-



Congo Funeral Home

From Our Family...

to Your Family...

...Because We Care
Sammy, Cherie, Trippi, Kim, LaKeya

& Staff



Bluesphere Advisors is a “Fee-Only” 
Independent Investment Advisory Firm.

VP of Operations | CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER (TM) Practitioner

“Mike has been a �nancial advisor for over 12 years.  He focuses his practice in the areas of wealth 
management, retirement and education planning for individuals, families and small businesses.  
As a “Fee-Only” �nancial advisor, he ensures that his clients best interests always come �rst and 

acts in a �duciary role for all of his clients.  Mike graduated from The Pennsylvania State University 
Smeal College Of Business with a major in economics.  He is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER 

(TM) Practitioner and a member of the Financial Planning Association.”

To schedule a complimentary initial consultation, contact Mike at:  

610-277-1515
Bluesphere Advisors LLC is a Registered Investment Advisor.

Michael P. Weber, CFP®

We act as Fiduciary to our clients. We bring 
our knowledge and experience to work with 
our clients in their investment and financial 
decision making process. Core fundamental 
research and an understanding of global 
financial and economic conditions drives our 
investment management process. In depth 
financial planning process helps us understand 
the nuances of client’s financial situation and 
design an explicit financial plan that meets 
client needs and expectations. Our hands on 
implementation processes ensures thorough 
execution that meets client expectations.

2108 DeKalb Pike,
East Norriton, PA 19401
Phone: 610.277.1515

Fax: 610.277.3069
www.bluesphereadvisors.com

the 2017 scholarship recipients
“Enter to Learn - Go Forth to Serve”

FROM EDYTHE L. PRIDGEN
$1,000 Donor



Much success to all
who achieve at

DSU

Enter to Learn                 Go Forth to Serve 

Best Wishes

Delaware State University Alumni Association
New Castle County Alumni Chapter 

for a 
Successful Event

David Wilkins ’64
and

Doris B. Wilkins



United States 
Congresswoman

Lisa Blunt Rochester

 
to the 

Delaware State University Alumni Association
 

2017 Scholarship Recipients 

“We succeed as a society where 
everyone has the opportunity to 

reach their full potential. 
Well-educated citizens and 

well-trained workers make for 
a strong democracy and economy.”

 – Lisa Blunt Rochester




